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Grove Presbyterian Church  

50 East Bel Air Avenue, Aberdeen MD 21001   ●   410-272-0896    

grovepchurch@gmail.com   ●   https://grovepc.org 

Rev. Dr. Harold J. Bennett II, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. George Gray Toole, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Grove Presbyterian Church is a Christian fellowship brought together by the Holy Spirit to worship and serve God, 
                     to share our belief in Jesus Christ, and to reach out with love and understanding to all people. 
                                  
 

      Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 

               February 1, 2026 
 

Chiming of the Hour  
 

Welcome and Church Fellowship News 
 

Preparation for Worship 

Liturgist: Gracious God, in this season of Epiphany, we praise You for showing us the great 

light of the world who is Jesus. We praise You for shining on us in our natural deep darkness. 

By Your Spirit please use this time of worship to increase our joy. Cause us to rejoice before 

You as harvesters rejoice at the harvest. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

*Call to Worship    

Liturgist: The Lord is our light and our salvation. 
People: Whom shall we fear? 
L: The Lord is the stronghold of our salvation. 
P: Of whom shall we be afraid? 
L: We have come here to seek God’s face. 
P: Your face, O Lord, do we seek. 
 
*Hymn #335  Christ, the Eternal Lord (verses 1 through 3) 
 

Prayer of Confession     

Triune God, in You we see perfect unity. You have called us to get along with our fellow 

Christians. You have equipped us to be considerate of each other so that we can live in 

unity. But we confess that we prefer to argue with each other. We pick sides against each 

other. We act as if Jesus Christ can be divided. Please forgive us, for Jesus’ sake. Empower 

us to be fully united in the ways we think about You, people and the world You so lovingly 

created. Amen.  
 

Silent Time of Reflection  
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Assurance of Pardon     

L: While we have sinned against God and each other, God has not angrily turned us away. 

P: God has been our helper. God has not rejected or abandoned us. 

L: For Jesus’ sake, God has received us with God’s grace. For Jesus’ sake, we are forgiven! 

P: Thanks be to God! 
 
*Gloria Patri 
    Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

    As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Passing of the Peace 

L: May the peace of Christ be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
 

Anthem             Spirit Song                                          Grove Choir 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

Living God, help us to hear Your holy Word with open hearts so that we may truly 

understand; and, understanding, that we may believe; and, believing, that we may follow 

in all faithfulness and obedience, seeking Your honor and glory in all that we do. Through 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading                         Micah 6:1-8                                     Pew Bible p. 1447 
 

New Testament Reading                       1 Corinthians 1:18-31                 Pew Bible p. 1772 
 

Gospel Reading                 Matthew 5:1-12                          Pew Bible p. 1501 
 

Sermon                The Character of Jesus                Rev. Dr. Hal Bennett 
 

*Hymn #350  The Summons (verses 1, 3 and 4) 
 

*Call for the Offering 
 

*Doxology 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
    Praise Him above the heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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*Dedication of the Offering:  
 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and His kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you have created heaven and earth, made us in 

your image, and kept covenant with us — even when we fell into sin. We give you thanks 

for Jesus Christ, our Lord, came as the light of the world to show us your way of truth in 

parables and miracles. God of wisdom and light, send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon 

this bread and wine. As we come together to eat at your table, we offer ourselves to you 

in praise and thanksgiving for your mighty acts. Amen. 
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Now, as Jesus taught us, we unite to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from  

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Sharing of the Cup 
 

Prayer after the Lord’s Supper  
 

O Lord, our God, we thank you for uniting us by baptism in the body of Christ and for filling 

us with joy in the communion. Lead us toward the full visible unity of your church and help 

us to treasure all the signs of reconciliation you have granted us. Now that we have tasted 

the banquet you have prepared for us in the world to come, may we all one day share 

together the inheritance of the saints in the life of the heavenly city. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #344  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

Postlude     Be Thou My Vision     arr. Nigel Williams 
 
 

Asterisk (*) indicates stand, if able  
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

Liturgist:  Helen Farmer   

Ushers:  6 
 

Attendance:   

In-person last week: 42 

65 different people have attended Grove this far in 2026. 

Total online views in 2026: 201 

Online views all-time: 16,179 

 

    PRAYER LIST   
 

PRAYER CONCERNS         ______ __       
Judy Bennett, health concern 
Janet Blair, health concern 
Robin Brown (Etta’s sister), health concerns 
Bruce Gerdom, health concerns 
Bryan Gill, health concerns 
Lisa Gray, health concerns 
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Barbara Hindman, health concerns 
Family and friends of Joseph Leggette, Jr. (Edith’s brother), who recently died 
Mary Hays Loper, health concerns 
Ginny Mitchell, health concerns 
Bev Pfingsten, health concerns 
Sam and Rose Preston, family concerns 
Scott Schubert, health concerns 
Dr. George Toole, health concerns 
Peg Trimboli, health concerns 
Tom Trimboli (Peg’s brother), health concerns  
Denise Wenger, health concerns 
Robert Williams (friend of BethAnn), health concerns 
 

ONGOING CONCERNS           _        __ 
Maxine Cialella 
Mary-Lynne Livezey 
Carole Taylor 

 
                                   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

»The prayers before and after the Lord's Supper were adapted from the Worship 

Sourcebook, Second Edition, copyright 2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources. 

 

»Coffee Hour for February has been moved to NEXT Sunday, February 8, when  

the Scout troop will join us for morning worship. 

 

»Grove is using a “hybrid” option for the Lord’s Supper with both pre-packaged 

elements and “regular” bread and juice. The pre-packaged elements will be  

available when the bread is passed, for those desiring that option. 

 

»Sunday, February 8th is Scout Sunday! Grove's Pack 802 Scouts will be joining 

us for morning worship. After the service, Steve Dunn, The Omelette Man, will be 

providing brunch. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex if you plan to 

attend. Thank you! 

 

»Calling All Men: Last fall the Session approved the formation of a Grove Men's 

Ministry. So, we invite all men to an informational meeting on Saturday morning, 

February 21 at 9:30 at Grove Church. We plan to discuss questions like, When?  

How often? What format? Should we include food and/or drink? If you have any 

questions, please contact Doug Bratt. 
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»Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church in Joppatowne has extended an invitation  

for local church musicians to join them in a cantata entitled “At the Cross” on Friday, 

April 10 at Good Shepherd. Singers and instrumental musicians are sought to 

participate in this event. There are music parts available for those wanting to 

participate. There will be in-person rehearsals and a final rehearsal on April 8 at 

7p.m. Contact Felix Nery (410-679-3322) if you are interested. 

 

»Rebekah Circle will be meeting on Saturday, February 7 at 10 a.m. in Mitchell Hall. 

 

»Thanks for continuing to support Grove Church through your tithes and offerings.  

Please use the offering plate by the main door before/after the service and during 

Passing of the Peace. 

 

»Let’s celebrate Grove’s FEBRUARY birthdays! 

February 1   George Toole 

 February 8      Bill H. Loper   

 February 19  Samuel Hahn 

 February 21  Isabella Hahn 

 February 21  Linda Dempsey 

 February 25  Sue Bissett 

 
»DEACONS:   Remember today is the 1st Sunday and the loose plate  

                    collection will help support the missions of the Deacons!     

 

 Cupboard Visitors – January 21st:  17 Families – 19 bags – feeding 41 people 

 

   Cupboard Needs:  Cereal, Peanut Butter and Jelly 

 
What's Happening at Grove this week: 
 

Monday, Feb. 2: Thrift Shop open, 10 until noon 

Wednesday, Feb. 4: Thrift Shop open, 10 until noon 

Wednesday, Feb. 4: Deacon's Food Cupboard, 7 to 8 p.m.  

Thursday, Feb. 5: Choir Rehearsal at 6:30 p.m. (Sanctuary) 

Saturday, Feb. 7: Rebekah Circle at 10 a.m. (Mitchell Hall) 

 


